
 

 

 
November 7, 2019 
 
 
The Honourable  
Ginette Petitpas Taylor 
Federal Minister of Health 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
 
 

The Honourable  
Adrian Dix 
BC Minister of Health 
PO Box 9050,  
Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria BC V8W 9E2 
 

The Honourable  
Rob Fleming 
BC Minister of Education 
PO Box 9045,  
Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 

 
Dear Minister Ginette Petitpas Taylor, Minister Adrian Dix and Minister Rob Fleming, 
 
RE: Vape Awareness and Vape Cessation Resources for Youth 
 
At the October 26, 2019 meeting of the BCSTA Provincial Council (representing all 60 Boards of 
Education in our province), members passed the following motion: 
 

“That BCSTA urge the Ministries of Health (BC and Canada), Ministry of Education and 
Health Authorities:  

• to make resources for youth on vape health implications and vape cessation widely 
available, and  

• to revise current resources and services for smoking cessation to specifically include 
vaping and youth. 

• to update the language legislation vaping product ads, promotion and sponsorship to 
align with current tobacco legislation.” 

 
The motion was passed unanimously by BCSTA’s membership and serves to highlight the 
overwhelming concerns our members have regarding the prevalence of vaping in BC’s public 
schools. While the true extent of the harms of vaping is currently unknown, research continues 
to signal that serious issues can develop as a result of continued use. Young people are 
especially affected on multiple levels as their bodies are still developing, and it has been noted 
in multiple studies that nicotine, found in many vapour products, has serious implications on the 
development of the body and mind.  
 
Providing youth in schools with information on the negative health implications, as well as tools 
for cessation, are crucial actions that must be taken. We have to trust our young people to make 
good decisions, and providing them with information to make those decisions is a key action in 
that plan. We must also do more to aid young people in being able to quit these habits. Many 
options for treating withdrawal from nicotine are not made readily available to our youth, and 
more must be done to improve access so that they may leverage these tools.  
 
We ask that in addition to making additional resources for youth available, that you also revise 
current resources and services for smoking cessation to allow them to be more accessible for 
young people throughout our province. For example; broadening the BC Smoking Cessation 
Program by including content aimed at school-aged individuals can increase uptake of the 
program among young people. It should also be considered to aim similar collateral at parents, 
educating them on the potential harm these products have on their children.  
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Finally, we request that government address any legislative issues within its power to 
strengthen the legislation surrounding advertising, promotion and sponsorship to align vaping 
products with current tobacco legalisation. We understand that there are various levels of 
legislative authority around this issue but request that the province do everything and anything 
possible to ensure that vaping products are not marketed toward a younger demographic, or as 
a ‘healthy’ alternative to smoking. BCSTA also believes that a full ban on flavoured vaping 
liquids would be in the best interest of the long-term health of the young people of British 
Columbia. 
 
While the Tobacco and Vapour Products Control Act was updated in October of 2018 to tighten 
regulations related to these matters, our members remain concerned that more needs to be 
done to reduce the advertising aimed at young people. For example, television ads continue to 
run and offer messaging about the supposed benefits of vaping. Furthermore, in contrast to 
vaping products, flavoured tobacco is also banned for sale in Canada, and the flavour ranges 
offered mimic flavours favoured by children. Tobacco packaging in Canada also has strong and 
graphic warnings attached, and cigarettes must be covered at points of sale. We ask that similar 
considerations and restrictions are made for vaping products.   
 
Thank you for considering this request on behalf of our member boards of education, and the 
students of BC that they serve. We are well aware that both the provincial and federal Ministries 
of Health share our concern over youth vaping, and we look forward to collaborating with you in 
the future as we seek to educate, inform and aid our students in need.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Stephanie Higginson 
President 
British Columbia School Trustees Association  
 
Motion Reference: P120199.2 
 
CC:  David Eby, BC Attorney General 

Dr. Stephen Lucas, Deputy Minister of Health Canada 
Stephen Brown, BC Deputy Minister of Health 
Scott MacDonald, BC Deputy Minister of Education 

 
  
 

 


