June 22, 2018
The Honourable Judy Darcy
Minister of Mental Health and Addictions
PO Box 9672, Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC V8W 9P6
SUBJECT: Programs to support student health literacy and the needs of vulnerable

youth
Dear Minister Darcy,
At the most recent Annual General Meeting of the BC School Trustees Association (BCSTA),
our membership passed the following two resolutions requesting increased programming to
meet the needs of children and youth across our province:
That BCSTA request the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health, and the Ministry
of Finance implement additional funding for programming and resources that
adequately support the needs of low income students, vulnerable students, children in
care and youth in youth agreements with the Ministry of Children and Family
Development.
That BCSTA advocate for the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, and Ministry of
Mental Health and Addictions to invest in effective strategies to increase students’
health literacy related to drug use to equip them to make informed, healthy choices
about cannabis use, including funding research-based drug education programs in all
schools, as well as a range of evidence informed public education strategies.
Establishing programs and providing resources to proactively address the needs of vulnerable
students is appropriate for a number of reasons. Left unaddressed, the concerns of children
and youth quickly become the life-long problems of adults. As we are all far to aware, our
communities are facing a crisis trying to deal with the results of previous inaction and a lack of
effective intervention.
Our member boards of education and the school districts they represent are committed to
being part of the solution, but we need your help. In order to implement the variety of
programs and interventions necessary to ensure success, we need the combined efforts and
resources of a number of ministries to come together for a common purpose. While the
addition of added funding and resources is part of the solution, there are also many
opportunities to address the issues at hand through changes in policy and processes.
Breaking down the silos between us will be essential to eventual success.
The Ministry of Education has been very supportive of local programs and initiatives to
address student concerns within the K-12 education system. We know, however, that the
serious problems faced by youth do not end at the school door. Solutions must follow
individual students into the community and their lives outside of the classroom if they are to be
truly successful. That is where we need your help.

BCSTA will continue to promote and support effective program development within schools
and our member school districts. Please consider how you and your ministry might join with us
toward making a real difference in the lives of vulnerable youth. Certainly there is no lack of
opportunity to bring forward new resources, policies, cooperation and funding to help meet our
common goals.
Thank you for considering our request and we look forward to any future dialogue on this
important proposal that you might consider. Your support for bringing the various federal and
provincial government ministries together in support of this important initiative is critical to any
future success.
Yours truly,
Gordon Swan
President
British Columbia School Trustees Association
Cc:

Hon. Rob Fleming, BC Minister of Education
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